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EREWASH IBC NEWS UPDATE - 7th NOVEMBER 

 
 

As you will be aware, we entered our second period of lockdown on Thursday 5th Nov and 

this means all English Indoor Bowls Centres have had to close. It has been stated that these 

current restrictions will be in place for 4 weeks, but it’s likely some restriction will be kept in 

place for December and indeed throughout the winter.  

We want to re-open the Centre as soon as we can, but at the moment we can’t be sure 

when this might be, or indeed what level of service we will be able to provide when we do re-

open. We will keep you notified via newsletter of any major developments as the winter 

progresses, but please also check for news updates on our club website www.eibc.co.uk   

Unfortunately we don’t have an email addresses for all our members, so please pass this 

message onto any of your teams mates and bowling friends who you think might not 

automatically receive this information.   

 

LEAGUE BOWLING: All winter leagues have now been cancelled. This is such a pity, as 

despite the restrictions and the fact many members had to self-isolate, we still managed to 

schedule a full and meaningful league program. Even if this did involve having to run 2 and 

sometimes 3 new schedules when teams were forced to withdraw as the new rules on who 

were allowed to play were introduced.  

 

SEPT & OCT: Despite the ever increasing levels of Covid 19 restrictions during the last few 

months, we did manage to run a successful casual program; in fact we even got a few 

league games played before Nottm went into Tier-3. I would therefore, like to thank everyone 

who was able to come down and support the club by paying your subs and rinks fees. We 

are unfortunately trading at a loss, but this income is very much appreciated and will go 

towards helping keep the club going until we are able to get back to something like normal.    

 

FINANCES: Since entering Tier-2 our income has understandably been drastically reduced 

with bar & rink income running at less than 10% on the same period last year. However, now 

we have had to close there will be no income at all. We have continued to make savings 

where we can and have reduced our outgoings by a considerable amount. However, we do 

have fixed costs that have to be paid every month and these cannot be easily reduced. We 

will therefore have to continue eating into the small reserves we have built up over the last 

few years. 

The latest Government news on furloughing staff will help as we will be able to recover some 

money from HMR&C on Terry and myself. We should also be able to take advantage of the 

Governments monthly “Grant Aid for Businesses” scheme, but unfortunately this does not 

appear to be available yet.    

We have also recently applied to HMR&C for the Club to become registered for Gift Aid. It is 

far from certain whether or not we qualify for this scheme, but if we are successful it would 

allow us to reclaim the tax on you subscriptions and any donations. It would involve us 

having to send you a form confirming what you paid and declaring you are a UK tax payer, 

but this would only need to be done once and can be back dated 4 years. Needles to say if 

we were successful it would mean a lot of additional work, but it would be worth it as this 

could bring in a sizable sum of money.     

 

http://www.eibc.co.uk/
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ILLNESS & BAREVEMENT: As most of you won’t have been able to visit the Centre 

recently, you won’t have seen the notices posted in the lobby, so here is an update on the 

members we know have died or are seriously ill. Please let me know if I have missed 

anyone.  

We are aware of 2 members seriously ill in hospital with the Covid 19 virus, Terry Lee & 

Roland Wheatley and we wish them both a speedy & full recovery.  

We have also been notified of 2 recent deaths. Life Member David Clow died on 22nd Oct 

and his funeral is at Bramcote on Thurs 12th Nov at 1.30pm. Apparently David’s funeral is to 

be broadcast via a weblink and if anyone would like to pay their respects this way, I can 

provide you with the details.       

Ted Davis passed away last Saturday after a long illness. Ted was a Past President of the 

club and an active committee member in his day, including the difficult job of competition 

secretary. We don’t have any details for Ted’s funeral yet, but if anyone would like to know 

the arrangements, please email me. 

Our thoughts are with the family and friends of anyone who has died or is seriously ill in 

these most difficult of times. 

 

BEVERLY’S KITCHEN: As mentioned in our last newsletter, Bev has now retired; this is not 

just due to the current Covid 19 restrictions, but also because her husband is struggling to 

recover from major surgery. We do of course hope Kevin makes a full recovery and we wish 

them both well for the future. However, this means that if we are to re-open the kitchen we 

will need new people to take over our in-house catering. If you know of anyone who might be 

interested in taking over the kitchen, please let me know.  

 

Stay safe & well.  
 
 
Best regards 
 
John Arnett,  
General Manager, 
Erewash IBC.   


